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MADISON SQUARE PARK CONSERVANCY’S MAD. SQ. ART ANNOUNCES MAJOR 
COMMISSIONED PUBLIC ART OUTDOOR EXHIBITION BY ARTIST ERWIN REDL  

Whiteout is Mad. Sq. Art’s thirty-fifth public art exhibition  

New York, NY | July 26, 2017 – Madison Square Park Conservancy is proud to announce its thirty-fifth 
exhibition, Whiteout by artist Erwin Redl. The project features a luminous white carpet of LED lights 
across Madison Square Park's central Oval Lawn, on view from November 16, 2017 through March 25, 
2018.    
  
Whiteout, a newly commissioned public art project by artist Erwin Redl (Austrian, b. 1963, lives and 
works in Ohio and New York City) is comprised of hundreds of transparent white spheres, each 
embedded with a discrete, white LED light and suspended from a square grid of steel poles and 
cabling. The orbs will be opportunistic, gently swaying with the wind currents from their positions of 
one foot above the ground plane. Redl will create a computer-generated undulating wave pattern 
across the work, slowly forming from north to south and south to north. The sequence of light will be 
an incandescent treatment of urban public space across the dark seasons of the late fall and winter. 
 
The use of white in modern and contemporary sculpture is notable. Louise Nevelson, Charles Ray, 
David Smith, and Cy Twombly have all created in white, often as a unifying formal element. In 
Whiteout, Redl assesses white for its typical association with light, but he pushes the associated 
imagery through repetition and kinetic movement.  
 
Erwin Redl is best known for creating spectacular light projects on the facades of buildings. He has 
studied the work of artists in the Southern California Light and Space movement of the late 1960s 
including Larry Bell, Robert Irwin, James Turrell, and Doug Wheeler, but his materials diverge from 
their art. His interest is in “tiny sequencing of lights,” he said in a 2014 interview. “…I see myself 
much more in a…land art context than an artificial, strictly technological context,” Redl explained. He 
cites the Minimalist conceptual artist Fred Sandback, whose yarn drawings in space Redl first saw in 
1997, as an inspiration. 
 
Whiteout will be the thirty-fifth outdoor exhibition organized by Madison Square Park Conservancy. 
The project is organized by Brooke Kamin Rapaport, Director and Martin Friedman Senior Curator, 
Mad. Sq. Art, Julia Friedman, Curatorial Manager, and Tom Reidy, Senior Project Manager.  

  
Erwin Redl was born in Gföhl, Austria in 1963. He studied composition and electronic music at the 
University of Music and Performing Arts in Vienna where he received his BA in 1990 and a Diploma in 
Electronic Music in 1991. He moved to New York in 1993 and received an MFA in Computer Art at the 
School of Visual Arts in 1995. His work was included in the 2002 Whitney Biennial where the artist lit 
the facade of the Whitney Museum of American Art. In 2010, Redl installed a monumental project 
across the front of the Wexner Center at The Ohio State University in Columbus. Redl was awarded a 
Percent for Art commission in 2014 by the City of New York for the New York Police Academy in 
Queens. He was tapped as one of four artists nationally to create work for the 2015 Bloomberg 

	
			 



Philanthropies Public Art Challenge. Redl’s successful proposal for Spartanburg, South Carolina, a city 
of 40,000 residents, opened in fall 2016. 

  
Madison Square Park’s 6.2-acre site welcomes more than 60,000 daily visitors—a richly diverse 
audience including local residents, families, public school groups and day camps, office workers, 
students, artists, and international visitors.   
 
UAP, with offices in New York City, Brisbane and Shanghai, will be working with the artist and the 
Conservancy to fabricate Whiteout. 
  
Erwin Redl said: “I am intrigued by the Park’s option of a large-scale installation that blurs the border 
between the virtual and the real. The physicality of the swaying orbs in conjunction with the abstract 
animations of their embedded white lights allows the public to explore a new, hybrid reality in this urban 
setting.” 
 
"It is an honor for us to bring Erwin Redl's work to Madison Square Park,” said Keats Myer, Executive 
Director, Madison Square Park Conservancy. “Redl's project, based on how light can impact a space, will 
be a beauteous interpretation of the Oval Lawn during the shortest days of the calendar year. Park goers 
will be able to view the industrial elegance of Whiteout from our pathways as they traverse the site." 
  
Brooke Kamin Rapaport, Director and Martin Friedman Senior Curator, Mad. Sq. Art said: "Redl is 
summoning Earthworks for his project in Madison Square Park. Like Dennis Oppenheim and Robert 
Smithson's art, the overall form of Whiteout brings a geometric expanse to the outdoor 
realm. Whiteout's carpet of light, realized with hundreds of orbs lit with LEDs, is just above the ground 
plane and will transform our perception of stillness and subtlety in an urban setting." 
  
A celebrated series of sculpture exhibitions by living artists, Mad. Sq. Art was launched by Madison 
Square Park Conservancy in 2004 to bring free public art programs to New York. The program has 
received extensive critical and public attention since its inception and has developed into a world-class 
cultural institution. Its ambition and scale expands each year alongside an increasingly diverse range 
of innovative, world-class artists.  
  
Join the conversation on Twitter and Instagram via the hashtags #MadSqArt, #ErwinRedl, and 
#MadSqWhiteout. For more information on Madison Square Park Conservancy and its programs, 
please visit http://madisonsquarepark.org.  
  
About Mad. Sq. Art and Madison Square Park Conservancy:  
  
Mad. Sq. Art is the free, contemporary art program of Madison Square Park Conservancy. Since 2004,  
Mad. Sq. Art has commissioned and presented thirty-four premier installations in Madison Square Park 
by acclaimed artists ranging in practice and media. Mad. Sq. Art has exhibited works by artists 
including Bill Beirne, Jim Campbell, Tony Cragg, Richard Deacon, Mark di Suvero, Kota Ezawa, Rachel 
Feinstein, Teresita Fernández, Bill Fontana, Ernie Gehr, Orly Genger, Sandra Gibson & Luis Recoder,  
Antony Gormley, Paula Hayes, Jene Highstein, Tadashi Kawamata, Mel Kendrick, Sol LeWitt, Olia  
Lialina & Dragan Espenschied, Charles Long, Rafael Lozano-Hemmer, Iván Navarro, Josiah McElheny, 
Jacco Olivier, Roxy Paine, Giuseppe Penone, Jaume Plensa, Shannon Plumb, Martin Puryear, Ursula 
von Rydingsvard, Alison Saar, Jessica Stockholder, Leo Villareal, and William Wegman.  
  
Madison Square Park Conservancy is the not-for-profit organization whose mission is to protect, 
nurture, and enhance Madison Square Park, a dynamic seven-acre public green space, creating an 
environment that fosters moments of inspiration. The Conservancy is committed to engaging the 
community through its beautiful gardens, inviting amenities, and world-class programming. Madison 
Square Park Conservancy is licensed by the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation to 

http://madisonsquarepark.org/
http://madisonsquarepark.org/


manage Madison Square Park and is responsible for raising 100% of the funds necessary to operate 
the Park, including the brilliant horticulture, park maintenance, sanitation, security, and free cultural 
programs for Park visitors of all ages.  
  
Support:  
  
Major exhibition support for Whiteout is provided by Bloomberg Philanthropies. Substantial exhibition 
support is provided by American Chai Trust, Austrian Cultural Forum New York, Federal Chancellery of 
Austria, Francis J. Greenburger, and UAP.  
 
Major support for Mad. Sq. Art is provided by Charina Endowment Fund, Toby Devan Lewis, 
Pentagram Design, Ronald A. Pizzuti, Sorgente Group of America, Thornton Tomasetti, Tiffany & Co., 
and Anonymous. Substantial support is provided by George W. Ahl III, Irving Harris Foundation, The 
Sol LeWitt Fund for Artist Work, Danny and Audrey Meyer, and The Rudin Family. Ace Hotel New York 
is the Official Hotel Partner of Madison Square Park Conservancy.  
  
Mad. Sq. Art is made possible in part by the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of 
Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature. Mad. Sq. Art is supported in part with 
public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, in partnership with the City 
Council. Madison Square Park Conservancy is a public/private partnership with the New York City 
Department of Parks & Recreation.  
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